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A message from Pastor Jerry Cho
Dear SUMC members and friends,
We have had a strange year, to say the least. The invisible, microscopic, obnoxious
coronavirus has disrupted our lives like no other crisis in our generation.
Coronavirus is a somber reminder that the normalcy of life can be taken away from us without
notice. We realize that our lives on earth is unpredictable, fragile and short. On top of the
coronavirus, some people have lost jobs and business owners struggle to keep their
businesses open. To make matters worse, we live in the darkness of the sins of hatred, greed,
and foolishness.
In the cold and dark night shone a bright star that came from God. Jesus came to bring the
light of hope, faith, and love. When hope was nowhere to be found, Jesus brought hope to
humanity. Jesus said, “In this world you will have tribulations. But be of good cheer, for I have
overcome the world. I came so that you may have an abundant life.”
When fear and anxiety were overwhelming, Jesus said, “Fear not, for God is with you. Faith
can move mountain-sized problems. As you believe, so shall you be.” When people were
suffering from anger, hatred, and violence, Jesus said, “Love is the answer. Love God and love
one another. Nothing is more important than love.”
Jesus started the kingdom of love and it may appear to be a movement as small as a mustard
seed. But the kingdom of love will grow gradually and surely. We are invited to be a part of
the kingdom of love. The kingdom of love is the ultimate goal of human history.
Come, Jesus, as the light of the world! Help us to reflect your light on the corners where we
are.
Merry Christmas and a happy new year!

Pastor Jerry Cho

There will be a celebration of “digital” communion on
Sunday, Dec. 6th during digital worship. Please plan ahead so
you can participate in communion during digital worship. You will
need to have ready your own bread and cup. We can partake
together even though we are apart.
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DIGITAL CHURCH INFORMATION
Stay connected to your church family during covid, reach out with a
call to connect with each other and know that God’s love never stops
embracing each of you. Pastor Jerry is also available via email or
phone.
Here are the Digital Church resources provided on the SUMC website:









Prayer Request/Member Care Needs - A form you can fill out with prayer requests that go directly,
and confidentiality, to Pastor Jerry
Digital Church Services - Scriptures, prayers, sermon and music as well as other service
elements. The written sermon and bulletin will be on the website. If you would like written materials
post mailed to you, contact the church office.
YouTube - SUMC is hosting the Digital Church videos on YouTube. Search Suamico United
Methodist Church and you can subscribe. You can choose to get notified when a new video is
posted.
Zoom Fellowship Time - join in a time of chatting with other congregational members on Sunday
mornings at 10:00am: Zoom link
Special Music - SUMC musicians have recordings for your enjoyment
Facebook page - The church’s Facebook page has photos, messages, links to digital worship.
Please feel free to share uplifting messages for the SUMC Church Family.

All Decked Out for Christmas
When you are driving around the neighborhoods to see the
houses dressed up in their Christmas lights, do be sure to stop by
SUMC! At the portico of the sanctuary is a large nativity scene in
a stable. The exterior entryway is dressed in lights, decorative
pots and festive greens. You can ‘drive up’ and enjoy them from
the comfort of your vehicle.

“Journey through the Bible” by Email
Pastor Randy Richter’s weekly presentations of Biblical places and locations
continues. He explores the whereabouts of Biblical sites along with brief
descriptions about their settings. Scripture references suggest summary readings for each
place, maps illustrate approximate locations, and photos provide helpful visuals. Contact
Pastor Randy with questions at RVRichter@Outlook.com
If you wish to discontinue, or if someone you know may wish to receive this series, please
contact the church office at suamicoumc@gmail.com.
Bible Study link: http://www.suamicoumc.org/bible-study.html

Check in on the church Facebook page
or on the web at
www.suamicoumc.org

New Members Do you have questions about the United
Methodist Church? Are you interested in becoming a
member here at Suamico UMC? Please call the church
office (920) 434-1168 or Pastor Jerry (920) 373-3081 and
set up a time to chat.
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What is the meaning of the Advent wreath? ~ from SUMC Worship Committee chair
As the Worship Committee prepares for Advent and Christmas, one of the most
prominent elements is the Advent wreath and the weekly lighting of the
candles. This year, it became clear that we would not gather in our sanctuary for
worship, to watch the lighting of the candles. Nor see their light as we worshipped
and prayed together. More and more it got me thinking about what the candles
really mean. Could we light a candle at home and be reminded daily, that we are still
all waiting together?
I found that the Advent wreath actually originated in the home. It was used to mark
the Advent season and the four weeks leading to Christmas. Families would light the candles at dinner or their
evening time of prayer. Whether in a line or a circle, it didn’t matter. Neither did the color of the candles.
What mattered was the marking of time and light overcoming darkness.
Over time, the wreath moved from homes to worship services. Ceremonies were developed around the
lighting of the candles based on scripture. A circle was used to represent the unending love of God for
us. Evergreens showed that there was no ending to God’s presence, it is always alive. But what remained
constant was the light. The coming of the light of Jesus into the world.
So, this Advent season, when we are unable to gather in worship, when our country and our world are
suffering, let us light a candle on our dinner table or time of prayer. Let it remind us that we are still together
as we mark time and wait for the light. Let our light overcome the darkness. Let our light be strong and grow
as we welcome the Christ child.
Words of Truth and Encouragement from
WI North Central Jurisdiction Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
I pray that we might set disagreements and divisions aside, reaching
out to break down walls and boundaries, so that we might be a
witness to the world of the greatness and glory of God. Our God is
greater than any change we might ever face. “For everything there is
a season”.

How do you warm up on a cold December day? Eat hot fresh BOOYAH!
October’s Booyah Sunday was so popular, the elves are making another kettle.
Booyah Sunday - December 6th - drive-thru carry out starts at 9:00am
Available in 2 Quart containers for $12 or 3 Quart containers for $18
Pre-filled booyah containers have been sanitized, therefore do not bring containers / kettles
from home because they canNOT be used due to covid.
ENTER the parking lot using the south driveway, place your order, pay and receive a ticket at
the first canopy. Drive up to the second canopy, present your ticket and your booyah will be
placed in your vehicle. EXITING out the north driveway by driving in front of the old sanctuary
and you are on your way home.
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"Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God." - Isaiah 40:1

Reflections from Caring Ministry team leader
Years ago, my husband and I were driving home from Wausau to Green Bay after spending the Thanksgiving
weekend with family. This was back when Highway 29 was two lanes. Some of you may remember those days.
We were making our way home after dark in a snowstorm. Everything was white, the road was snow covered
and we could drive no faster than 40 miles per hour.
We got to the stretch of road between Wittenberg and Shawano, the stretch of road that seemed to go on
forever, even on a good day. It seemed we had driven for hours and had no idea how far we had gone or how
far we had left to go.
Then we saw the lights. No. Not the lights of Shawano, but the lights of the little town of Thornton and the
church that was always a sign of where we were. A sign that we were less than 10 miles from Shawano and
almost to the home stretch. Light that gave us a sense of hope, and relief. Hmm…know that I think about,
maybe not too unlike how Joseph and Mary may have felt on that night so long ago.
I’ve heard that many people are feeling they want to listen to Christmas music and put up their decorations early
this year. They walk into stores like Stein’s, see the trees, the lights and the glitter of ornaments and they feel
happy. The employees tell these people, if it makes you happy, go ahead, we all need a little extra joy this year.
If it brings you joy, yes, do it. Light over darkness, joy, hope and yes, sometimes, a sense of relief on a stormy
night.
We all need joy during this difficult time. Unable to be with family and in worship is hard on all of us. If we have
Jesus in our hearts, then we have the light that this world needs. Let us be the light that brings joy to others
during this Advent Season. Maybe through a smile or a kind word with a coworker or cashier while shopping. A
phone call to light up a friend’s day. Happiness is in the little things.
Whatever your day brings, let the light of Jesus shine hope, joy and peace to others.
The Caring Ministry Teams wishes you all the very best this holiday season. Merry Christmas!
For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so
we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinth 4:6
If you are in need of care from your church family, please reach out to Pastor Jerry at (920) 373-3081 or the
church office (920) 434-1168. We can talk on the phone or meet with you for a social distance visit. You may
also go to the SUMC website, click on “INFORMATION” drop down and click on “Prayer Request” to send your
confidential requests to the Caring Ministry team for phone calls, emails, prayers or socially distanced visits.
God’s blessings to all.
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. 2 Thes 3:5

Booyah containers needed
Do you have extra containers? Containers MUST
be one-quart that will hold HOT liquid with extra
space. Large whipped topping, Benecol spread,
Shedd’s Spread, Cookie Dough and others all work
great. As Booyah sales return, many of these are
needed. If you have any, please bring them to the
church office during open office hours or drop off
outside Fellowship Hall doors in the outdoor
collection tub.
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Something to
think about…

From the SUMC Lay Leader

As I write this it is late November, and the weather is leaning more towards winter than fall. The election is
over, summer’s warm days are a distant memory. The fall’s vibrant colors have been replaced with grey skies
and frosty pictures.
I am still reflecting on this year of 2020. It has been a difficult year for many of you, through loss, illness and
a disruption to our daily routine. We have lost much of our social contact; we miss our friends and our
families.
My mind is still stuck back on November 11. This is Veterans Day, originally “Armistice Day.” 102 years ago,
the truce was declared that ended World War I, then known as “The Great War” and “the war to end all
wars.” It was the end to the worst war mankind had known until then. 800 million people were affected by
the event over the course of 4 years. The represented nearly 50% of the world’s population at that time. All
the world wanted was to move on and live-in peace. However, the world had other plans. When families
returned home, they returned to the largest pandemic ever. The Spanish flu, more suffering and more death.
They returned home to an economy that was transitioning form agriculturally based system to the new
urban factory model. With that came labor wars. Those pitted management against labor. The fight for
social justice, fair wages and more raged on the home front. Sadly, the labor parties at the time excluded
Irish, Italians, Asians and blacks as they weren’t considered as desirable as other workers.
I bring up these historical bits not to depress you, rather than to remind you of hope and to know that as
humans we struggled then and we struggle now with many of the same issues. We struggle because we are
trying to control an out-of-control world. A world that is imperfect. A world full of noise and distraction.
“Armistice” is from the Latin arma (“arms”) and sistere (“stand still”). Imagine the stillness, the quiet that
came from laying down weapons on both sides, after years of grueling, bloody trench warfare. The United
States Congress subsequently declared that the date “should be commemorated with thanksgiving and
prayer and exercises designed to perpetuate peace through good will and mutual understanding between
nations.” Sadly, it was not “the war to end all wars” But the words of Congress still resonate, as do the
holiday’s origins in that great stillness.
I encourage you to lay down your arms and stand still this Christmas season. Those “arms” maybe political
differences, social justice differences, grudges, racism, differences of opinions and whatever is between you,
your neighbor and between you and God. Make today; A day of prayer: for people of all faiths, a time of
prayer, meditation, or reflection on the stillness of armistice, so that the days of peace on Earth increase,
and the days of war decrease. A day of thanksgiving: for the living and dead; for the service of caregivers doctors and nurses and chaplains and mental health professionals and spouses and family members and
friends. A day of exercises designed to perpetuate peace through good will and mutual understanding
between nations: for all of us to find ways, large and small, to build bridges across lines of difference,
suspicion, or hostility, in our neighborhoods, our country, and among the nations of the world. To lay down
our arms. To step into a new stillness together. To sing with our ancestors that we, too, will lay down our
swords and shields, “down by the riverside, and study war no more” - so that the next hundred-and-two
years may be more peaceful than the last.
May God’s peace be with you on this Day, and may we lay down all of our arms, all of our burdens, in God’s
great Shalom rising up even now. Join me in a minute of quiet and peace. Close your eyes, clear your mind.
Be still and sing with me, Silent night, holy night. May God bless you now and forever more.
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Joyfully Announcing the Birth of a Son
Born in: Bethlehem
Son of: God
Height & Weight: Big enough to save the world
He shall be called: Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace, JESUS

SUMC musicians are still not meeting
with full choir to allow for
social distancing. The
recordings you enjoy
during digital worship are
masked singer recordings.
SUMC musicians hope you
enjoy the sounds of Christmas
during the Advent season.
Thank you to each and every
person who was involved in music rehearsals,
organizing of music, the ringing, singing,
strumming and recording!

Two women, dressed in their finest, were having lunch together in an exclusive
restaurant. A friend saw them and came over to their table to greet them. “What’s the
special occasion?” she asked.
One of the women said, “We’re having a birthday party for the baby in our family. He’s
2 years old today.”
“But, where is the baby?” the friend asked.
The child’s mother answered, “Oh, I dropped him off at my mother’s house. She’s taking
care of him until the party’s over. It wouldn’t have been any fun with him along.”
How ridiculous - a birthday celebration for a child who wasn’t welcome at his own
party?!
Yet, when you think about it, that’s no more foolish than going through the Christmas
season, with all its festivities, without remembering the One whose birth we are supposed
to be honoring.
And that’s the way many people celebrate Christmas. In all the busyness; the partygoing, gift-shopping, and family gatherings…the One whose birthday they are
commemorating is almost completely forgotten.
During this holiday season, in all your good times with family and friends, make sure
you don’t leave out the Lord Jesus. Give Him the honor He deserves. (expert taken from
“Our Daily Bread” 2015)

Stop in the church office to say
hello, drop off church offerings,
pantry donations or cookies for the
NEW Shelter
during open church office hours.

The Book Club read for December is "The Handmaid and The
Carpenter" by Elizabeth Berg. All are welcome to read and discuss this story that will
transport you to Nazareth of biblical times and reimagine the events of the classic
Christmas story. Book Club will meet on Wednesday, Dec 9th at 2pm in Fellowship Hall.
Please be sure to wear your face mask and social distancing will be observed.
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The next church council meeting:
Thursday, Dec. 17 at 6:00pm
~*~*~~*~*~
Meetings are open to all SUMC members,
everyone present has a voice.
Location of the meeting will be announced as
the date approaches, due to covid
requirements and social distancing. Please
stay tuned for details.

General Fund update - SUMC received a very generous extra
contribution to the General Fund in October. This allowed us to
pay our operating bills and improve the balance in our checkbook
at month end. In November SUMC received another generous
donation to the General Fund, as well as $3,100 contributed towards
Apportionments. This will help us end the year on a positive
note. Thank you for all your donations.
Stewardship Campaign update - SUMC received 44 pledges to the General
Fund for 2021 totaling $103,775. This compares to 52 pledges for $110,708 in
2020. We also received 28 pledges to 2021 Debt Reduction for a total of $41,640.
This compares to 34 pledges in 2020 for $49,034. There is still time to submit
your pledge card if you haven’t sent it in yet.
Amazon Smile - Did you know that SUMC can get ‘FREE’ money when you shop at Amazon? It's easy!
Simply log in to smile.amazon.com and select our church as your charity choice. You can then shop just as
you always do on Amazon and our church earns a percentage of your order total. It's a small percentage,
but it is ‘FREE’ money. So far this year our church has earned over $112! As you do your holiday shopping,
please take this extra step.
Youth Group is not accepting any donations for future rummage sales. So here’s your chance!

If your SUMC church group would like to take on the rummage sale for 2021, please contact the
office to choose a date and get the ball rolling for the new year.
SUMC manages and maintains the Barnabas House through
the EPH program. Barnabas House is one unit of a duplex in
Green Bay, with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Flintville
managing the other unit.

SUMC’s EPH Board Member, reported that SUMC Members have donated $4,360 to the EPH direct mail
campaign. That’s more than $1,000 over last year. Thank you for your generous support to help homeless
families get back on their feet.
The current Barnabas unit coordinators, have officially turned in their keys. Many thanks to the volunteers
who have helped clean and set up the Isaiah and Barnabas homes over the last 10 years.

Give them roots and create wings!
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It’s the time of year again
when the snow removal
sign-up is looking for
volunteers! Please sign up.
Even if you take 1 week, it will
be a tremendous help. A
plow does all the parking lots!
Contact the office to add your
name to the list and get shoveling, salting
and lending a hand (thanks in advance!)

Please recylce “used” gift cards in the collection bin by
the church offices. IMPORTANT: do NOT cut up cards,
they need to be whole and in one piece for recylcing.
The ‘used’ cards will go to a company that removes
the magnetic strip and turns them into a new product.

The Pulaski Pantry is doing something fun for the month of December…
a “reverse Advent calendar”
How does it work? You set aside a grocery bag or box, and then each day,
add the “Item of the Day” to the bag/box. At the end of “collecting”, bring your
donations to SUMC. Perhaps you are not able to do ‘all the days’, that’s okay
too, any items you donate will be greatly appreciated.
Although the reverse Advent calendar goes until Dec 24, any and all donations must be at SUMC
no LATER THAN Wedn., Dec. 23rd to ensure items will get to the pantry in time for distribution.
December 1st Box of cereal
December 13th Canned chili beans
nd
December 2
Peanut butter
December 14th Box of crackers
rd
December 3
Stuffing mix
December 15th Boxed Rice or pasta sides
December 4th Boxed potatoes
December 16th Instant oatmeal
th
December 5
Macaroni & cheese
December 17th Pasta
th
December 6
Canned fruit
December 18th Salad dressing – no glass
th
December 7
Canned tomatoes
December 19th Chicken noodle soup
th
December 8
Canned tuna
December 20th Ketchup or mustard – no glass
th
December 9
Hamburger or Tuna Helper
December 21st Canned mixed vegetables
th
December 10
Applesauce – no glass
December 22nd Facial tissue
th
December 11
Canned sweet potatoes
December 23rd Dish Soap
th
December 12
Canned carrots
December 24th Soap or shampoo

If you have been wondering how to join in on
"Zoom" meetings and fellowship with SUMC, follow
these step-by-step directions.
1. Click on the link in an email
2. Click on “Join using Zoom”
3. Click on “Join the with Computer Audio”
4. To mute and unmute, click on the microphone
icon. Please remain muted when not speaking
5. When done, click on Leave the room
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Shop with SUMC $crip – Update and information
The “Scrip Ladies” have cards “in-stock & on-hand” for purchase :
Festival
The Pig
Woodman’s
Meijer
Home Depot
Fleet Farm
Walmart/Sam’s Four Way
Menards
JoAnn Fabrics
Shell
Culvers
Pick `n Save
Pizza Ranch
La Java

Subway
Kwik Trip
CVS

Target
Papa Murphy’s
Walgreens

Other locals that can be ordered: Julie’s Cafe, Lighthouse Books, Seroogy’s, Maplewood Meats and School House

Thank You for supporting the Scrip Program. We need more families purchasing cards.
The goal of this program is to contribute to debt retirement on the mortgage on the new sanctuary.
The list of available cards is at shopwithscrip.com Scroll alllllllll the way to the bottom and
click on “Retail” or “Brand” List.
Christmas is coming gift cards make great stocking stuffers or tuck nicely in a Christmas card.
Get your order in by December 13th for December’s “BIG ORDER”
You can do a “no contact” pick-up, just contact the office in advance, to have cards ready.

UMW United Methodist Women

FAITH


HOPE


LOVE IN
ACTION

December greetings, as surprising as that may seem! Yes, we will not be gathering
around our usual Christmas table for that comfortable evening of Christmas song, story
and dinner, but we can take advantage of the ways we have at our disposal to say
hello to one another. Perhaps, we might make a phone call, send a note or drop a
little surprise on a doorstep. If we are really adventurous, there are electronic hellos via
Google, Face Time, etc. (Who knew there would be so many grandmas that know how
to Zoom--or even know what it is, speaking of myself!)
Regardless of our times, the good news is the coming of Jesus. Taking care for one
another, is one way to keep that Christmas light shining! United Methodist Women
hope that all are healthy and well as we say Christmas blessings to you and yours.
UMW does many things  All UM Women & friends of UMC are welcome
COOKIES for NEW Community Shelter
Keep those cookies coming – and thank you!
The due date deadline for December cookies to the
church is Thursday the 3rd by noon. Remember they must
be prepackaged, sealed cookies. ~ Thank you to all who
continue donating cookies for the first Friday of each
month! And especially thank you to our driver for
delivering them!
The Green Bay Salvation Army partners with EPH to help homeless families in
transitional housing. With COVID-19, the need this year is even greater.
The 2020 Red Kettle Campaign has begun. In the past, SUMC has supported
Bell ringing. Consider donations at the kettles or on line at
give.salvationarmyusa.org and/or volunteering by calling the Volunteer
Coordinator at 920-593-2375 or gbyolunteer@usc.salvationarmy.org.
“Be helpful. When you see a person without a smile, give him one of yours.” - Zig Ziglar
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Newsletter items due to the office by 9am on the 21st of the month for January’s newsletter.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2
3
4
“A Bible that's falling apart is usually 1
9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office
owned by someone who isn't.”
5:45 Scouts Old
- Charles Spurgeon
NOON cookies due

5

6
Digital Worship
with digital
communion
(have your
elements ready
at home)

12

Church

to church for the
shelter

7
8
9
10
11
9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office
5-9 Scouts
F. Hall & Classrm 8

Booyah Team
5a-9a F. Hall

5:45 4-H F. Hall

2:00 Book Club

5:45 Scouts Old
Church

6:30-8 Youth Group
Old Church

Booyah Team
5a-noon F. Hall
Booyah SUNDAY
9am - it’s gone
6-7 Confirmation
Class via Zoom
13
Digital Worship
3-5 Scouts
F. Hall

14
15
16
17
18
9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office

19

6:00 Church Council

5-9 Scouts
F. Hall & Classrm 8

6-7 Confirmation
Class via Zoom
20
Digital Worship

21
22
23
24 Offices are closed 25
9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office

5-9 Scouts
6-7 Confirmation
F. Hall & Classrm 8
Class via Zoom

Newsletter
items deadline
9am today

27
Digital Worship

26

6:30-8 Youth Group
Old Church

28
29
30
31
9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office 9 - 1 Pastor in office
5-9 Scouts
F. Hall & Classrm 8
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